
INTRODUCTION TO THE 
ASHOKA FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM



Ashoka Arab World 
(AAW) is the regional branch of Ashoka: 

Innovators for the Public. Launched in 2003,  

$$:�KDV�LGHQWLÀHG�DQG�HOHFWHG�OHDGLQJ�VRFLDO�
entrepreneurs in  9 Arab countries (Egypt, 

Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, KSA, Morocco and 

Kuwait) to become Ashoka Fellows. Through 

their innovations, these fellows have 

introduced positive social impact and change to 

their environment across various sectors. 

WHERE WE ARE HEADED
Our aim is to elect and support more social 

entrepreneursin the Arab World, to foster 

collaboration among them and to continue 

educating Arab societies about the impact of 

social entrepreneurship.

AAW Facts and Figures
83 leading social entrepreneurs 
in the Arab world empowered to scale their impact. 

THEIR IMPACT:

10,000,000 lives improved 

13 SXEOLF�SROLFLHV�LQÁXHQFHG
7 different areas of focus

$12 million mobilized at the global level to 

enhance social entrepreneurship in the Arab region. 

ABOUT ASHOKA

  Ashoka is the global platform of the world’s leading social entrepreneurs.

Since its founding 30 years ago, Ashoka has sourced the best social innova-

 tions, has mobilized thousands of people to create change, and has enabled

 businesses, the media, policy makers and “Changemakers” to work

 .together to solve some of the world’s most pressing social challenges

Who are social entrepreneurs? 

Social entrepreneurs identify what 
is not working in their communi-
ties and solve the problem by 
changing the system, spreading the 
solution, and persuading their com-
munities and societies to join them 
and contribute to their vision 
WKURXJK� ÀQGLQJ� LQQRYDWLYH�
solutions that solve the problem 
from its roots. 



ASHOKA FELLOWSHIP CRITERIA

At the heart of Ashoka’s model is a simple idea: 
there is nothing more powerful than a new idea in 

the hands of a leading social entrepreneur.

$VKRND� LGHQWLÀHV� DQG�HOHFWV� OHDGLQJ� VRFLDO� HQWUHSUHQHXUV�
WR�MRLQ�XV�DV�SDUWQHUV���DV�)HOORZV���LQ�FKDQJHPDNLQJ��

$VKRND·V�6HDUFK�DQG�6HOHFWLRQ�WHDP�VHOHFWV�SURPLVLQJ�FDQ�
GLGDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�FULWHULD�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�GHYHORSHG�EDVHG�
on 30 years of experience���$OO�FDQGLGDWHV�PXVW�GHPRQ�
VWUDWH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�5 core criteria�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�HOHFWHG�
$VKRND�)HOORZV��

 NEW IDEA THAT CHANGES THE
PATTERN IN THE FIELD

CREATIVITY

 ENTREPRENEURIAL
QUALITY
ETHICAL FIBER

SOCIAL IMPACT

Our tried-and-tested search and selection pro-

cess guarantees that we elect only the deter-

mined social entrepreneurs as Fellows. 



Share your nomination

http://ashokaarabworld.wordpress.com/category/nominate-someone-for-ashoka-fellowship/


3 SECOND OPINION A senior 

Ashoka representative from outside 

the region interviews each candidate 

in-person, applying Ashoka’s criteria, 

probing a candidate’s life history, and 

relying on his or her deep understand-

ing of social entrepreneurship.

4 PANEL Ashoka convenes three leading 

social and business entrepreneurs from 

the country to assess the candidate’s 

idea and potential impact in relation to 

the local context. Each panelist meets 

with each candidate individually, and 

then the panel convenes as a group, 

facilitated by the Second Opinion inter-

viewer, to decide by consensus whether 

WR� UHFRPPHQG� FDQGLGDWHV� WR� WKH� ÀQDO�
stage.

5 BOARD The Ashoka team collabo-

UDWHV� WR� ZULWH� D� FDQGLGDWH�´SURÀOHµ�
that represents the main elements of 

the entrepreneur’s work and demon-

strates how each of the criteria has 

EHHQ� VDWLVÀHG�� $VKRND·V� %RDUG� RI�
'LUHFWRUV� SURYLGHV� D� ÀQDO� UHYLHZ�
EDVHG�RQ�FDQGLGDWH�SURÀOHV�DQG�SDQHO�
recommendations.

EVERYONE A CHANGEMAKER
Ashoka strives to build a world where problems do not outrun solutions – what we call an 

Everyone A ChangemakerTM world. Leading social entrepreneurs play a central role, but so do 

changemakers of all types, working on problems big and small. For candidates that do not advance 

through our process, we strive to facilitate introductions and engage them through platforms such 

as Changemakers, Youth Venture, Ashoka U, and Start Empathy.



ASHOKA FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

$VKRND� HOHFWHG� LWV� ÀUVW�
Fellow in 1981� DQG� IURP�
WKHQ�KDV� JURZQ� WR�EH� WKH�
ZRUOG·V� ODUJHVW� DVVRFLDWLRQ�
RI� OHDGLQJ� VRFLDO� HQWUHSUH�
QHXUV�� QXPEHULQJ� ������
DFURVV����FRXQWULHV�DQG��

FRQWLQHQWV��ZRUNLQJ� LQ� WKH�
ÀHOGV� RI� FLYLF� HQJDJHPHQW��
HFRQRPLF� GHYHORSPHQW��
HQYLURQPHQW�� KHDOWK��
KXPDQ� ULJKWV� DQG�
OHDUQLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ��

6WLSHQGV 

2ULentation 
fRU�1ewly 
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0RQLWRULQJ�& 
(YDOXDWLRQ�

Technical 
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1RPLQDWLRQ�
to AwaUds 

Media & 
0DUketing 

1HWwRUNLQJ�

$VKRND� SURYLGHV� LWV�
)HOORZV� ZLWK� WDLORUHG�
VHUYLFHV� WR� HQDEOH� WKHP�
WR� VFDOH� WKHLU� ZRUN� DQG�
UHDFK�PRUH�EHQHÀFLDULHV��



ASHOKA FELLOWSHIP SERVICES

Once selected, each Ashoka Fellow is launched on a tailored 
lifetime of investments and support to maxi-
mize and accelerate their impact. 
The services we provide to our Fellows include: 

Stipend
6WLSHQGV�UHSUHVHQW�D�WKUHH�\HDU�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�ZKLFK�$VKRND�SURYLGHV�WR�
LWV�)HOORZV�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�SURYLGLQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDELOLW\�WR�)HOORZV�VR�
they may fullly commit to their work and the development of their ideas. 

Capacity building

Media and Marketing support

Technical Assistance

Access to Ashoka Global Network

Nomination to prestigious awards

Monitoring and evaluation services

Ashoka closely monitors Fellows’ progress. Monitoring helps Fellows 
to assess their work and keep track of their progress. Ashoka is thus 
DEOH�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKHVH�VHUYLFHV�VR�WKH\�PD\�HIÀFLHQWO\�
meet Fellows’ needs. 



DO YOU KNOW A SOCIAL 
ENTREPRENEUR? 

 
NOMINATE THEM FOR THE 

ASHOKA FELLOWSHIP HERE  

CONTACT: 
 

Ashoka Arab World Regional 
Office 93 Abdel Aziz Al Saud  

7th Floor  
Apt #1 

El Manial, Cairo  
11451, Egypt  

Email: venture-assist@ashoka-arab.org  
facebook.com/AshokaArabWorld 
twitter.com/AshokaArabWorld  

!


